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AWARD NOMINATION REQUEST
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner and Awards 2010
Background

The Birmingham Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner is the most prestigious event in the Chamber’s events calendar. The dinner has been established for many years and attracts a number of high-profile guests from across the West Midlands region.
This year the Chamber is broadening its dinner event to celebrate and showcase the best of local business and enterprise. In addition to hearing from a key note speaker of national stature (past speakers have included the Prime Minister and the Governor of the Bank of England) the Chamber is also using the dinner to introduce a series of Chamber business awards.

The event will comprise a drinks reception, dinner with entertainment and enlightening speeches. For the first time, prestigious ‘Best in Birmingham’ awards will be presented with focus on recognising and applauding the financial and non-financial successes, achievements, innovations and creativity of businesses and organisations that epitomise the region’s outstanding excellence in each award category.
The Birmingham Chamber Annual Dinner and Awards 2010 will provide a showcase identifying Birmingham as probably the most dynamic and successful city in Europe in which to conduct business. 
To assist in this ambition the Chamber is now seeking nominations in the following categories:   
Award Categories

· Best Start Up Business
· Best Contribution to the Community

· Best International Trade Business
· Best Professional Services Business
· Best Manufacturing Business
· Best Retail Business
· Best Creative, Media and Arts Business
How To Nominate
The awards are open to all businesses (Chamber members and non-members) based in the West Midlands.  You may also nominate your own business. 
Nominations can be made for more than one award category but separate submissions should be made for each nomination and must include:
· Name of nominated business
· Contact details of the Chief Executive, Managing Director or key contact
· A brief reason (Max. 200 words) why the business should win the award
· Nominator’s name and contact details

Closing date for nominations, after which no entries will be accepted: 5pm Friday 11 June 2010. 
Nominations must be clearly marked ‘2010 CHAMBER AWARDS NOMINATION’ and may be sent by post or delivered by hand for the attention of Henrik Court, Director of Events and Strategic Relationships at Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, 75 Harborne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3DH or by e-mail to awards@birminghamchamber.org.uk 
Selection Criteria and Adjudication
Nomination Shortlist
All nominations received will be considered for the preliminary shortlist.  Due to the anticipated volume of nominations, the Chamber’s internal panel will use general selection criteria, including but not limited to:  

· Which nominee constantly seeks to achieve improvements? 

· Which nominee achieves significant results?
· Which nominee provides an exceptional service or product? 

· Which nominee has pioneered new ideas? 

· Which nominee implements outstanding CSR practice? 
· Which nominee has made a lasting, positive difference to Birmingham, the region, the nation?
· Which nominee simply makes life better and more enjoyable for the community?

Subsequently, 12 shortlisted nominees per category will be asked to complete and submit a detailed, standard Nominee Questionnaire.

Finalists Selection
Based on the information provided in the Nominee Questionnaire, the Chamber’s panel will use detailed criteria to select five finalists per category covering:  
· What has been achieved by the organisation? e.g. financial results, successes etc

· Growth comparison with the previous year? e.g. annual profit, employees etc
· Future plans and objectives 
· Independent testimonials
Any financial information provided will remain strictly confidential.
Subsequently, 5 finalists per category will be selected and their Nominee Questionnaires presented to the Award Judges for independent adjudication to determine each category award winner.
The selection panel’s decisions will be fair and final.  No correspondence will be entered into regarding the decisions.
Judges Adjudication
Based on the Nominee Questionnaire provided, each category winner will be chosen by a judging panel using their own independent criteria.
The Judging Panel, comprising of Birmingham’s leading power-brokers and will be chaired by Paul Bassi, President of the Chamber.

The judges’ decisions will be fair and final. No correspondence will be entered into regarding the judges’ decisions and award entries are accepted on this basis.
Awards and Dinner Helpline
For more information or to book a dinner table please contact the Chamber events team on Tel. 0121 607 1772 or email events@birminghamchamber.org.uk 
